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Preamble 


We, the churches subscribing to this 
Constitution, unite in an organization for 
this purpose: mutually to foster our 
Christian life, to be drawn closer together 
in the bond of love, to cultivate more in- 
tensively the unity of the Spirit, and to 
put ourselves into a position to care for 
the interests of the Kingdom of God more 
effectively. Our Saviour prompts to such a 
union in the definite and clear expression 
of His will when He prays to the Father, 
“That they may all be one, even as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be in us” (John 17:21). The 
history of our own church also teaches us 
the necessity of a closer union; for when 
—as was the case most of the time—our 
churches were attacked and persecuted, 
they were steadfast and stood the test 
only when they were in real harmony; 
contrariwise: when there was a lack of 
harmony and there was not a united 
front, the enemy won an easy victory. 


Mindful of the apostolic admonition, 
“Let all things be done decently and in 
order,” we accept the following rules and 
regulations as the basis of our organiza- 
tion. 


Article I. Name 


The name of our organization shall be 
“The Western District Conference of the 
General Conference Mennonite Church.” 
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Article II. Confession of Faith 


The Western District Conference wishes 
to incorporate and to build itself upon the 
sole foundation and cornerstone, Jesus 
Christ. It acknowledges the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testament as 
the only infallible guide in faith and con- 
duct. It therefore adheres to the Biblical 
teaching of baptism upon confession of 
faith, of nonresistance, of church disci- 
pline, and of avoidance of oaths. 


(The official Confession of Faith as 
adopted at Souderton, 1941, and incor- 
porated in the new constitution of the 
General Conference at Freeman, South 
Dakota, 1950. This amendment was adopt- 
ed by the Western District Conference, 
October 16, 1952.) 


Section A. The Basic Faith 


The General Conference believes in the 
divine inspiration and the infallibility of 
the Bible as the Word of God and the only 
trustworthy guide of faith and life; and 
in Jesus Christ as the only Saviour and 
Lord. “Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ’ 
(1 Cor. 3311); 

In the matter of faith it is, therefore 
required of the congregations which unite 
with the Conference that, accepting the 
above confession, they hold fast to the 
doctrine of salvation by grace through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8-9; 
Titus 3:5), baptism on confession of faith 
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38), the avoidance of 
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oaths (Matt. 5:34-37; James 5:12), the 
Biblical doctrine of nonresistance (Matt. 
5:39-48; Rom. 12:9-21), nonconformity to 
the world (Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:22-24), and 
the practice of a scriptural church disci- 
pline (Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 1:1). 

At no time shall any rules be made or 
resolutions adopted which in any way 
contradict the historical principles of faith 
as laid down in this Constitution. 


Section B. The Separated Life 


1. The General Conference believes that 
membership in oath-bound secret socie- 
ties, military organizations, or other 
groups which tend to compromise the 
loyalty of the Christian to the Lord and 
to His Church is contrary to such apos- 
tolic admonitions as: “Be not unequally 
yoked with unbelievers” (II Cor. 6:14-15). 
and that the church “should be holy and 
without blemish” (Eph. 5:27). 

2. Further, regarding ‘‘the works of the 
flesh” (Gal. 5:19-21), the Conference be- 
lieves “That they who practice such 
things shall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God.” 

Therefore, every congregation should 
seriously strive to remain free from these 
evils. 

Much rather, “if we live by the Spirit, 
by the Spirit let us also walk” (Gal. 5:25). 

(For a fuller statement of the General 
Conference position see the Ris Articles 
of Faith and the “Statement of Doctrine,” 
approved by the Conference at Souderton, 
Pennsylvania, in 1941; See Appendix 2). 
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Article II. Our Work 

It shall be the work of this Conference 
to promote and extend the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ upon earth. 

1. The exercise of fraternal fellowship, 
of unity, and of love among the Confer- 
ence churches. 

2. The spiritual nurture of scattered 
communicants of the faith within the 
Conference district; the organization of 
new churches where the Conference 
deems it advisable. 

3. The discussion and passing of reso- 
lutions concerning questions that pertain 
to the life of the Church in general; and 
aid in the meeting of difficulties that may 
arise in or between member churches. 

4. Encouraging the organization and 
support of educational endeavors for our 
children and our youth through specif- 
ically recognized schools and colleges as 
Conference institutions. 

5. The promotion of deaconess work 
and the care of the sick and aged by in- 
stitutions specifically recognized by this 
Conference. 

6. The carrying on of charitable work 
within the Conference district. 


Article IV. Relation to Other Conferences 

The Western District Conference takes 
a fraternal attitude toward other district 
conferences and wishes to advance the 
enterprises of the General Conference irr 
every possible way. 
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Article V. ‘erritorial Extension 


Since the Western District Conference 
wishes to stand alongside other district 
conferences and co-operate with them, it 
does not wish to reach into their geo- 
graphic territory; therefore, it desires the 
accession of such churches as lie outside 
the territory of other district conferences. 


Article VI. Relation of the Conference to 
the Churches 


1. The Conference is not a legislative 
but an advisory body; therefore, it shall 
not consider itself authorized to make 
rules that concern the internal affairs of 
the churches. But in order to preserve its 
Christian character and to protect itself 
against destructive influences the Con- 
ference reserves the right to call a church 
to account if it deviates from the rules 
set forth in Article II, or if it is not will- 
ing or able to purge itself of public of- 
fenses. Otherwise the Conference will con- 
cern itself with the internal affairs of a 
church only if requested to do so. 


2. If a church refuses to purge itself of 
offenses mentioned in Paragraph 1, the 
Conference shail have the right to con- 
sider such a church as having withdrawn. 
However, a two-thirds majority of all 
Conference votes shall be required to pass 
a resolution to this effect. Every church 
severing connection in this or in any 
other way forfeits all claims to Confer- 
ence property. 


Article VII. Duties of a Church Toward 
the Conference 


Every church of the Conference is ex- 
pected, as much as possible, to support 
the Conference enterprises, to respect its 
resolutions and rules, regularly to send 
delegates to its sessions, and to take such 
an attitude toward the Conference. that it 
will gladly surrender its own wishes for 
the welfare of the whole. It is expected 
that member churches will elect as minis- 
ters only men who are members of Gen- 
eral Conference churches or who are 
members of some District Conference 
church. 


Article VII. Membership and 
Representation 


1. Any church that subscribes to the 
Confession of Faith as given in Article 
II, that is in a harmonious relationship 
with all other Conference churches, that 
practices open communion, and _ that, 
along with other churches of the General 
Conference believes that membership in 
oathbound secret societies is contrary to 
apostolic admonitions may become a 
member of this Conference. 


2. To join the Conference such a church 
shall submit a written request signed by 
the church board and presented by an 
authenticated representative, who shall 
also be prepared to present its constitu- 
tion if it is called for; or, if the church 
has none, to give satisfactory informa- 
tion concerning its doctrine. The vote for 
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acceptance into the Conference shall be 
by ballot and a two-thirds majority of 
all votes by delegates present shall be 
required. 

3. A church may sever its relations in 
one of two methods: 

(a) Voluntary withdrawal.—Upon for- 
mal application of the church by 
church vote. Such severance is to 
take effect upon presentation to the 
secretary of the Conference, at the 
next regular session of the Con- 
ference. 

(b) Automatic lapse. — Congregations 
which neglect to have representa- 
tion at five consecutive regular 
Conference sessions, giving no valid 
reason for such neglect, shall be 
regarded as having withdrawn from 
the Conference, and this fact shall 
be entered on the minutes. Such 
congregations may, however, upon 
application be received again into 
the Conference in the regular man- 
ner. 

4, Each church is entitled to one vote 
at the Conference sessions for every 30 
members or any fraction of this number. 
Representation shall be by delegates who 
shall present proper .credentials, signed 
by the church board. It shall be optional 
with each church how it chooses its dele- 
gates, or how many delegates it shall 
send, but no church shall cast more votes 
at a session than it is entitled to accord- 
ing to its membership. 
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5. In any balloting in which more votes 
are cast than the total number registered 
the chairman shall declare that vote null 
and void, and that vote shall be Super- 
seded by another vote with signed ballots 
only. 


Article IX. Officers 


The officers of the Conference shall be 
a president, a vice-president, and a secre- 
tary. The election of these officers shall 
take place according to the regulations 
laid down in the bylaws. The Confer- 
ence officers shall not be eligible for elec- 
tion to any standing committee. 


2. These three persons, with the chair- 
men of the standing committees, shall 
comprise the Executive Committee. 


Article X. Duties of the Officers 


A. Duties of the President 


1. The president together with the sec- 
retary, shall call and preside over all ses- 
sions of the Conference, and he shall open 
or have the same opened with a Con- 
ference sermon. During the session he 
shall see to it that order is observed 
and that the discussions are carried on 
according to rules generally observed in 
such organizations, but especially in 
accordance with a Christian, brotherly 
spirit. (See also Article XIII, Par. 2.) 


2. The president may, in case of a tie 
vote other than by ballot, cast the decid- 
ing vote. 
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3. The Conference president is auto- 
matically chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee and chairman of the council of all 
committees. 

4. In behalf of our Conference interests, 
its unity, its spiritual welfare, and its pro- 
gram of service the president is asked to 
visit the sessions of other District Con- 
ferences and the annual Council of Boards 
of the General Conference, and to visit 
member churches as time is available 
for it: 


B. Duties of the Vice-President 


It shall be the duty of the vice-president 
to substitute for the president in case of 
his absence or upon the president’s re- 
quest, both when the Conference is in 
session or between sessions. 


C. Duties of the Secretary 


It shall be the duty of the secretary, 
with the sanction of the president, to pre- 
pare and publish the call for Conference 
sessions; to file a list of the churches 
represented and their delegates, to pre- 
pare the minutes of the Conference exact- 
ly and conscientiously, to arrange for the 
publication of the transactions of Confer- 
ence sessions as ordered by the Confer- 
ence, and carefully to preserve all secre- 
tarial documents and papers. 


Article XI. Executive Committee 
1. When the Conference is not in ses- 
sion, the Executive Committee shall, to 
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the best of their knowledge, conscien- 
tiously represent the interests of the 
Conference. 


2. In matters not pertaining to the 
work of any of the Conference commit- 
tees, churches may turn to the Executive 
Committee for advice and help; and this 
committee may refer such matters to 
one of the standing committees or a 
special committee appointed by them. 

3. Acting together, this committee shall 
fill vacancies that may arise between 
sessions. 

4. In very difficult cases any of the 
existing committees may call upon the 
Executive Committee to assist them. 


3. The Executive Committee of the 
Conference shall appoint a central treas- 
urer who shall function as general ac- 
countant and treasurer of all committees 
of the Conference. 


Article XII. Trustees 


1. At every regular session of Confer- 
ence two trustees shall be elected to 
serve a term of three years. After the 
election the trustees shall choose from 
their midst a chairman, a secretary, and 
report same to the Conference Secretary 
for recording in the minutes. The trustees 
shall represent the Conference in legal 
matters. 

2. It shall be the duty of the trustees 
to receive donations and bequests of real 
and personal property, and to see to it 
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that all necessary legal documents are 
properly executed and kept in a lock box 
in a fireproof vault at Newton, Kansas, 
the legal place of business of the Con- 
ference. 


3. The trustees shall govern and em- 
ploy funds that are at the disposal of the 
Conference for church-building purposes. 
Besides such church-building funds as are 
given without restriction the trustees may 
also accept gifts designated as permanent 
property of the Conference, and such 
gifts shall constantly be re-employed for 
church building and extension purposes 
(Proceedings 1932, page 1942). Where 
donors do not specifically state that their 
contributions to this fund shall be con- 
sidered outright gifts, for a specific cause 
—not to be paid back to this fund—the 
trustees shall consider them, when put 
to use, as repayable to the Conference 
and to be thus governed and employed 
under their rules. 


Article XIII. Committees 


1. The Conference activities enumerat- 
ed in Article III shall be carried on 
through committees. The following stand- 
ing committees shall be elected and main- 
tained: 

(a) The Committee on Home Missions, 

composed of six (6) members. 

(b) The Education Committee, com- 

posed of six (6) members. 

(c) The Peace and Service Committee, 

composed of six (6) members. 
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(d) The Committee on Welfare Institu- 
tions’ composed of three (3) mem- 
bers. 

In addition, each conference-re- 
lated welfare institution in the 
Western District listed by the ‘‘Gen- 
eral Conference Handbook of Infor- 
mation” may nominate one person 
as an advisory member of this com- 
mittee. The elected committee will 
be responsible to invite eligible in- 
stitutions to name such a repre- 
sentative. 

(e) The Committee on Charity, com- 
posed of three (3) members. 

(f) The Program Committee, composed 
of three (3) members. 

(g) The Committee on Credentials and 
Statistics, composed of three (3) 
members. 

(h) The Historical Committee, com- 
posed of five (5) members, three 
to be elected by conference and two 
ex officio members, namely: a 
member of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials and Statistics and the di- 
rector of the Bethel College His- 
torical Library. 

2. Temporary committees may be cre- 
ated as needed and shall be appointed by 
-the chairman unless otherwise provided 
for by resolution. 


Article XIV. Organization of Committees 


All standing committees shall organize ’ 
themselves, if possible before adjourn- 
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ment of the Conference session, by elect- 
ing a chairman, and a secretary-treasurer, 
and they shall report their organization 
to the Conference Secretary to be record- 
ed in the minutes. Only in special cases 
may committees augment themselves. 


Articel XV. Duties of the Committees 


A. The Committee on Home Missions 


The Committee on Home Missions shall 
look upon the following as its specific 
tasks: 


1. To provide spiritual nurture for the 
scattered church members and the pastor- 
less churches within the Conference dis- 
trict; 

2. To call evangelists; 


3. To aid churches without a minister 
in securing one; also, if desired, to aid 
where a change of ministers is contem- 
plated; 


4. To be ready to help settle disputes 
that may arise in churches; 

5. To organize new churches where it 
seems necessary. 


(See also Bylaw 3) 


B. Duties of Education Committee 


This committee shall from time to time 
give statistical reports to the Conference 
on the parochial schools, the Sunday 
schools and religious education in general. 
It shall make recommendations to the 
Conference concerning educational matters 
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and shall carry out such instructions as 
may be referred to it in the bylaws and 
resolutions of the Conference. 


(See also Bylaw 4) 


C. Duties of the Peace and Service 
Commumittee 

1. To promote the Biblical teaching of 
nonresistance and its implications for 
everyday Christian living, through peace 
education. 

2. To provide the means of co-opera- 
tion in all aspects of the work of the 
Board of Christian Service, including the 
MCC, and with other district conferences. 

3. To be responsible for assisting and 
working with the problems of the gov- 
ernment conscription program, and other 
areas as related to our peace and service 
work. 

4. To promote the giving of a proper 
Christian witness: to our own people, to 
the non-Mennonite Christian world, as 
well as to “men in high places.” 


(See also Bylaw 5) 


D. Duties of the Committee on Welfare 
Institutions 

This Committee Shall: 

1. Serve as a clearing center and means 
of co-operation among institutions repre- 
sented regarding matters of common need 
and concern. 

2. Be responsible for all welfare institu- 
tion reports to conference. 
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3. Encourage constituency interest and 
support in this arm of our church mis- 
sion. 


4. Co-operate with the Board of Chris- 
tian Service and the Association of Men- 
nonite Hospitals and Homes in this area 
of concern. 


5. Represent the Western District in 
negotiating with Institutions wishing to 
have a special relation to the Western 
District and to make recommendations 
regarding such to the conference. 


E. Duties of the Committee on Charity 


This committee shall help the needy 
poor, mainly within the confines of the 
Western District Conference, where it is 
not the affair of an individual church; 
and it may for that purpose solicit and 
expend contributions. 


F. Duties of the Program Committee 


The Program Committee shall prepare 
a program for every regular Conference 
session; it shall publish the same at least 
two months before the Conference con- 
venes, and during Conference sessions it 
shall propose the order of business. The 
committee shall also appoint a Nominat- 
ing Committee of five which shall propose 
at least two names for every office to be 
filled. 
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G. Duties of Committee on Credentials 
and Statistics 


The duties of this committee shall be to: 


1. Compile and interpret statistics and 
report to conference. 


2. Certify delegates to the conference as 
more specifically outlined in the bylaws. 


3. Serve as a committee on floor privi- 
leges while conference is in session. 


(See also Bylaw 9) 


H. Duties of the Historical Committee 


The duties of the Western District 
Historical Committee shall be to collect, 
preserve, and make available the official 
records and materials pertaining to the 
Western District Conference (all Western 
District Conference Committee and offi- 
cial records, reports, and correspondence) 
and congregational bulletins, yearbooks, 
Newsletters, and other items of informa- 
tion. This committee shall also have a 
direct concern for all items of historic 
and cultural significance for the Menno- 
nites of the prairie states, such as his- 
torical markers, sites, and items in con- 
nection with worship services. 


Article XVI. Annual Council of All 
Committees 


1. Once each spring or oftener as need- 
ed the Executive Committee shall desig- 
nate the time and place for the simul- 
taneous meeting of all committees of the 
Conference. 


18 


2. The function of this meeting shall be 
to clear common problems and to review 
the total work of the Conference in rela- 
tion to its expressed aims. 


3. At this session of the Council each 
committee shall prepare and submit its 
budget for the ensuing Conference year 
for hearing by the Council and review by 
the Executive Committee. 


4. The Executive Committee shall as- 
semble the various budgets thus submit- 
ted into a balanced general budget of the 
Western District Conference as a whole, 
remanding to the various committees such 
budgets as, in the opinion of the Execu- 
tive Committee, seem to need modifica- 
tion. The budget thus arrived at shall be 
submitted to the Conference at its next 
regular session for discussion and possible 
adoption. 


Article XVII. Recognition of Ministers 


It is expected that ministers or evange- 
lists who represent a member church at 
Conference sessions or who are to repre- 
sent the Conference in any capacity shall 
have been ordained or commissioned in 
the manner suggested in Appendix 3 of 
the General Conference Constitution. 


Article XVIII. Reports 


All standing committees and conference 
appointees shall submit written reports 
of their work to the Conference. 
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Article XIX. Sessions 


The Conference shall convene annually 
in the fall of the year at a place desig- 
nated by the Conference, or failing in this, 
by the officers, who also shall fix the date. 


Special sessions may be called by the 
Executive Committee. 


Article XX. Quorum 


Representation of a majority of the 
churches belonging to the Conference 
shall constitute a quorum. 


Article XXI. Remuneration 


All committees and all persons tem- 
porarily directly appointed by the Con- 
ference shall have their traveling and 
other expenses in the line of duty paid 
out of the Conference treasury and shall 
be entitled to such remuneration for their 
time as the Executive Committee may 
specify. 


Article XXII. Amendments or Additions 


No part of this Constitution may be 
amended or added to except by a two-~ 
thirds majority of all votes represented 
at that session. A proposal for addition 
or amendment shall be voted on at the 
next session of Conference so that in the 
meantime the churches may instruct their 
delegates how to vote on any such pro- 
posal. 
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BYLAWS 


1.The Right to Vote and to Floor Privi- 
leges ¢ 


(a) The right to vote is restricted to 
certified delegates. (See Article VII 
and VIII, 4.) 


(b) All Western District Conference 
officers, members of elected com- 
mittees, General Conference mis- 
sionaries, pastors, and any others, 
holding responsible positions with 
the Western District Conference are 
entitled to participate in the delib- 
erations and to make and second 
motions, but not to vote unless they 
are delegates. 

(c) The right to participate in delibera- 
tions in open meetings may be 
granted by resolution. 


2. Klections 


(a) Officers. — The election of Confer- 
ence officers shall be by. ballot and 
shall precede that of members into 
standing committees. To be elected 
a person must have a majority of 
the total number of votes cast. 
Their term of office begins with 
the close of the session that elected 
them and expires at the end of the 
next following regular session. 
They shall not be eligible to the 
same office for more than three 
consecutive terms, but are again 
eligible after a lapse of one year. 
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(b) Standing committees. — The elec- 
tions to standing committees shall 
be by ballot and for a period of 
«three years beginning at the close 
of the electing session. Two mem- 
bers each for the Home Missions, 
Education Committee, and _ the 
Peace Committee and one member 
for each other standing committee 
shall thus be elected, and in each 
case the election shall take place as 
soon as possible after the commit- 
tee report has been acted upon. In 
these elections care shall be exer- 
cised so that no one holds concur- 
rent membership in two commit- 
tees. No member shall be eligible to 
the same committee for more than 
two consecutive terms, but he may 
again serve after a lapse of one 
year. 

(c) Nominees for membership on the 
Bethel College Board. — (See By- 
laws, Par. 6-c.) 


3. Duties of the Committee on Home Mis- 
sions under Article XV of the Constitu- 
tion: 

(a) As to Point 1, Article XV, this com- 
mittee shall provide for the spir- 
itual welfare of church members in 
isolated communities and for pas- 
torless churches as circumstances 
require, by arranging for preaching, 
baptismal and communion services, 
and Bible and prayer-meetings. In 
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(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


accordance with these duties the 
committee is empowered—as much 
as possible to employ permanent 
itinerant or circuit preachers and 
also temporary traveling ministers 
or evangelists, and to remunerate 
them for services rendered. 


As to Point 2, whenever it becomes 
necessary in the work of evangeli- 
zation to call evangelists, the com- 
mittee is empowered to do so. (See 
Art. XVII.) 

As to Point 4, whenever there is 
factional strife in a church and the 
church itself is not able to remove 
the difficulty, the Committee on 
Home Missions, upon the written 
request of the church board or of 
one-fifth of its members, shall deem 
itself obligated to offer its media- 
tory services to the church. If the 
majority of the church accepts the 
services of the Committee the 
church may, on its part, also elect 
a committee in order to effect a 
settlement conjointly with the Con- 
ference Committee. If it is impos- 
sible for the joint committee to 
remove the difficulties, further ac- 
tion in the matter shall be left to 
the Conference. 


As to Point 5, the Committee may 
participate in the organization of 
a new church only when requested 
to do so by a meeting of those so 
intending to organize. If after care- 
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ful investigation the Committee 
considers it desirable that a new 
church be organized, it shall, to 
gether with a committee of the 
newly forming group, work toward 
such organization as is in harmony 
with Article II of this Constitution. 
Any elder of any church of the 
Conference may officiate at the 
formal organization. 


4.Duties of the Education Committee. 
The Committee shall: 


(a) 


(b) 


(ec) 


(d) 


Seek to keep itself informed as to 
the status of the parochial and 
Sunday schools, Christian Endeavor 
societies, and so on. 
Investigate and recommend uni- 
form curricula for parochial and 
Sunday schools, teacher-training 
classes, summer Bible schools, and 
so on. 

Recommend textbooks for use in 
parochial schools. As much as pos- 
sible, the churches ought to co 
operate in this with the committee. 
Prepare a list of qualified teachers 
so as to be able to answer any fre- 
quests for such instructors. 


5. Duties of the Peace and Service Com- 
mittee: 
(a) As to point 1, Article XV, C, this 


committee shall aim to work with 
the local congregations where 
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(b) 


(c) 


called upon, and where otherwise 
feasible, to keep alive this Biblical 
principle of. nonresistance and its 
implications for us according to 
our understanding of the Scrip- 
tures. We consider this principle of 
nonresistance to be the fruit of the 
Gospel and hence relevant to the 
Christian walk. It shall be the re- 
sponsibility of this committee to 
use the media at its disposal for 
promotion of the same. 


As to point 2, Article XV, C, since 
one of the best means of expres- 
sion comes through rendering of 
positive and constructive service, 
and because of the strength that 
comes through co-operation with 
our brethren in the faith, we desire 
to express our services and do our 
witnessing together with other dis- 
trict conferences, with the General 
Conference through the Board of 
Christian Service and with other 
Mennonite groups through the 
Board of Christian Service. 

As“to, point. 3). Article XV,.-C- it 
shall fall to the Peace and Service 
Committee to give the needed help, 
counsel, and guidance, through and 
together with local congregations to 
draftees (whenever there is a gov- 
ernment draft program); to assist 
in working out difficult problems 
either for individual draftees or 
groups; to work with drafted per- 
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sonnel by co-operating with the 
local congregations in providing 
such spiritual ministry as is desir- 
able. 

Where problems arise relative to 
Civil Defense and related issues, 
the Peace and Service Committee 
should seek to stand ready to give 
counsel and guidance to individuals 
and to local congregations. 

It shall also be the responsibility 
of the Peace and Service Commit- 
tee to take the lead in such repre- 
sentation to government in mat- 
ters pertaining to nonresistance and 
peace and witnessing as would 
meet the wishes of the Conference. 

(d) With relation to point 4, Article 
XV, C, the Peace and Service Com- 
mittee shall stand ready to assist 
the local congregations in all ways 
to make our witness as clear, posi- 
tive, and forthright as possible. 


6. Statement of Relationship of the Con- 
ference to Bethel College 


(a) Since the Western District Confer- 
| ence, even at its first session in the 
| year 1892, has recorded that ‘with 

the close of the school year 1892-93 
it will temporarily discontinue oper- 
ating the preparatory school which 
it took over from the Kansas Con- 
ference, and that it does this with 
expectation that the Bethel College 
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(b) 


corporation will take up and carry 
on the work of education as con- 
templated by the Conference,” 
therefore, the Conference is en- 
titled and obligated: 


(1) To receive an annual report 
from the Bethel College corpor- 
ation in order to ascertain for 
itself that the institution is con- 
ducting the work of education 
as contemplated by the Confer- 
ence; 

(2) To give proper expression 
through resolutions to the 
mind and wishes of the Con- 
ference when such reports are 
up for discussion; 

(3) To make such reqiurement of 
Bethel College in church mat- 
ters as will meet the principles 
of the Conference and_ its 
churches; 

(4) To enter into such agreements 
with the Bethel College corpor- 
ation as shall further the ec- 
clesiastical purposes of the 
Conference. 


And, insofar as the Bethel College 
corporation seeks appropriately to 
fulfill the legitimate wishes and 
claims of the Conference and its 
churches, the Conference feels ob- 
ligated: 
(1) To recommend Bethel College 
to all churches and especially 
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to Mennonite youth as a Menno- 
nite institution of higher learn- 
ing to avail themselves of the 
opportunity for a Christian ed- 
ucation offered by Bethel Col- 
lege; 

(2) To recommend to the churches 
on a given Sunday annually to 
remember this school in par- 
ticular in prayer, and to receive 
an offering to help defray the 
current expenses of the school; 


(3) In accordance with accepted 
reports and existing resolutions 
of the Conference, the confer- 
ence churches ought, therefore, 
also to aid morally and finan- 
cially in the further expansion 
of Bethel College. 


(c) According to the agreement of 1917 
the Western District Conference is 
entitled to nominate six Conference 
members to represent it on the 
Bethel College Board of Directors. 
The Conference, therefore, annual- 
ly nominates double the number to 
which it is entitled and submits 
their names to the College Corpor- 
ation for its election. 


7. Provisions relative to offerings for Con- 
ference purposes.—In order that the 
total efforts of our Conference may be 
supported as intended, member church- 
es are urged to make their contribu- 
tions not specifically designated for 
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individual funds; however, where thus 
designated the wishes of the donors 
are to be observed strictly. 


. As to solicitors and ministers who are 
Strangers in our churches. — To safe- 
guard themselves against having their 
praiseworthy sense of benevolence and 
gratifying generosity improperly ex- 
ploited, which would be detrimental to 
our Conference endeavors, Conference 
churches should insist that ministers 
who represent causes not included in 
the Conference budget, or who repre- 
sent institutions other than Conference 
institutions, shall produce written cre- 
dentials signed by the president and 
the secretary of our Conference before 
permitting them to preach or solicit 
funds. 


. Duties of Committee on Credentials 
and Statistics 


(a) Provide a delegate sheet and dele- 
gate registration cards for each 
church. 

(b) Tabulate results for use of the 
secretary in ordering delegate pack- 
ets. 

(c) Prepare credentials’ list of church- 
es (membership and number of 
votes) to be presented at confer- 
ence session. 

(d) Register individual delegates upon 
arrival at conference. 
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(e) After conference, prepare list of 
delegates registered and in attend- 
ance for publication in ‘Conference 
Minutes and Reports.” 


10. Amendments and changes.—These by- 
laws may be added to or amended at 
any regular session of the Conference 
by a majority vote; however, proposed 
additions or amendments must previ- 
ously he published by the Secretary at 
least two months prior to the session, 
or must have been incorporated in a 
resolution at the previous regular Con- 
ference session. 
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